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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome to Great Gidding Primary School. Here you will discover a friendly, happy and 
stimulating learning environment for your child. We are a small village school that thrives 
on a holistic approach to the needs of all children. 
 
We hope that you will find this booklet helpful, whether you already have children at our 
school, or your journey with us is just beginning.     
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask or contact us. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Alex Chambers 
Headteacher 
 

 
 
 
 
 

      Email: office@greatgidding.cambs.sch.uk                         

 



Great Gidding 
 
 
                                    

Church of England 
Primary School 

 
 

Our school aims to provide high quality primary education with Christian 
values at its core. 

 
We are committed to: 

 
 Inspiring all children to develop their full potential and strive for the achievement of 

high standards. 
 

 Generating an enthusiasm for learning throughout life – intellectually, physically 
and creatively. 

 
 Providing an education where the personal, social and spiritual development of 

individuals is central, enabling children to grow into responsible citizens. 
 

 Celebrating the Christian character of the school whilst teaching both 
understanding of, and respect for, other world faiths. 

 
 Encouraging positive links with home, church, local community and the wider 

community. 
 

 Meeting the individual needs of all our children, whatever those needs may be. 
 

 Being known as a school that listens and promotes mutual trust, respect and 
responsibility based on fairness, openness and honesty. 

 
 Developing a supportive and caring family atmosphere where all are valued. 

 
 
 

 
 

 



HOME / SCHOOL AGREEMENT 
 

 
 

To fulfil our aims and Christian values it is impor tant that staff, parents/carers and pupils work 
together:  
 

 SCHOOL HOME CHILD 
 
Teaching 
and 
Learning 
 
 
 
 

 
·  Preparing and 

teaching quality 
lessons in line with 
School Policy, 
meeting the needs of  
the child and the 
requirements of the 
National Curriculum. 

 
·  Taking an interest in 

schoolwork 

 
·  Always trying my best 

 
Attendance 
and 
Punctuality 
 

 
·  Expecting good 

attendance and 
punctuality from 
everyone. 

 
 
·  Responding promptly 

to requests for leave 
of absence 

 
·  Ensuring regular and 

punctual attendance 
 
 
·  Informing School first 

thing in the morning if 
my child cannot attend 

 
 
·  Requesting leave of 

absence in advance in 
line with county 
guidelines, in the 
event of taking my 
child on holiday during 
term times 

 
·  Coming to school 

every day on time 

  
·  Working closely with the education welfare service to 

address any attendance problems that arise 
 

 

 
Homework 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
·  Providing homework 

and giving feedback in 
line with School Policy 

 
·  Giving time to talk and 

listen to my child 
 
 
·  Actively supporting 

homework activities 

 
·  Doing my homework 

and handing in any 
written work on time 

 
Behaviour 
 
 
 
 

 
·  Promoting a high 

standard of behaviour 
in line with the 
School's Behaviour 
Policy 

 

·  Encouraging good 
behaviour in and out 
of school 

 
·  Following the four 

golden rules 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



BACKGROUND OF THE SCHOOL 
 
Located beside the Church of St Michael, our school overlooks Main Street in the small 
rural village of Great Gidding. 
 

The school was founded by the Church of 
England in 1845 although there is evidence 
that there was a school in the village prior to 
this.   
 
In 1944 control was passed to the Local 
Education Authority by an act of Parliament 
affecting all such schools but we continue to 
enjoy close links with the church and the 
Diocese of Ely. 

 
 
Our Priest-in-Charge often visits and leads 
collective worship regularly; we use the Parish 
Church for special services at times such as 
Harvest and Christmas. 
 
 

 
 
Our Governing Body is representative of parents, staff, local community, local authority 
and the Church in line with national requirements. 
 
The school consists of modern, modular buildings and playgrounds but retains the use of 
the original Victorian school and gardens, which gives the school its uniqueness. 
 
 
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 
 
Cambridgeshire County Council continues to invest in the future of Great Gidding School 
in order to enhance the existing provision and build on outstanding teaching and learning, 
whilst maintaining the special ethos of the school. 
 
GOVERNING BODY 

 
The Governing Body has four sub-committees which meet regularly and carry out much 
of the following work involving issues concerning: Personnel, Curriculum, Finance, Health 
and Safety/Property. The Governing Body is responsible for overseeing the development 
of the school through the School Development Plan and has its own Strategic Plan within 
this.  
 

 
 
 

 



CURRICULAR AIMS OF OUR SCHOOL 
 

 
 
The aims of our contextualised school curriculum are: 
 

to enable all children to learn and develop their skills to the best of their    
ability; 

 
to promote a positive attitude towards learning, so that children enjoy coming   
to school, and acquire a solid basis for lifelong learning; 

 
to teach children the basic skills of literacy, numeracy and information  
communication technology (ICT); 

 
to enable children to be creative and to develop their own thinking, through  
art, technology, music and drama; 

 
to teach children about their developing world through science and the  
humanities, including how their environment and society have changed over  
time; 

 
to help children understand the UKs cultural heritage; 

 
to enable children to be positive citizens in society; 

 
to fulfil all the requirements of the National Curriculum, the Locally Agreed  
Syllabus for Religious Education and the Diocese; 

 
to teach children to have an awareness of their own spiritual development,  
and to understand right from wrong; 

 
to help children understand the importance of truth and fairness, so that they  
grow up committed to equal opportunities for all; 

 
to enable children to have respect for themselves and high self-esteem, and  
to be able to live and work co-operatively with others; 

 
to enable children to participate in all aspects of physical education so that  
they have the skills and knowledge to be physically active in their lives. 
 
To access a full, lively and broad education whilst meeting the Every Child  
Matters agenda. 
 



 
Every Child Matters 
Outcomes Framework for Children and Young People 
 
OUTCOMES BE HEALTHY 
AIMS Physically 

healthy 
Mentally and 
emotionally 
healthy 

Sexually 
healthy 

Healthy 
lifestyles 

Chose not to 
take illegal 
drugs 

SUPPORT Parents, carers and families promote healthy choices 

 
OUTCOMES STAY SAFE 
AIMS Safe from 

maltreatment, 
neglect, 
violence and 
sexual 
exploitation 

Safe from 
accidental 
injury and 
death 

Safe from 
bullying and 
discrimination 

Safe from 
crime and 
anti-social 
behaviour in 
and out of 
school 

Have security, 
stability and 
are cared for 

SUPPORT Parents, carers and families provide safe homes and stability 

 
OUTCOMES ENJOY AND ACHIEVE 
AIMS Ready for 

school 
Attend and 
enjoy school 

Achieve 
stretching 
national 
educational 
standards at 
primary 
school 

Achieve 
personal and 
social 
development 
and enjoy 
recreation 

Achieve 
stretching 
national 
educational 
standards at 
secondary 
school 

SUPPORT Parents, carers and families support learning 

 
OUTCOMES MAKE A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION 
AIMS Engage in 

decision 
making and 
support the 
community 
and the 
environment 

Engage in law 
abiding and 
positive 
behaviour in 
and out of 
school 

Develop 
positive 
relationships 
and choose 
not to bully or 
discriminate 

Develop self-
confidence 
and 
successfully 
deal with 
significant life 
changes and 
challenges 

Develop 
enterprising 
behaviour 

SUPPORT Parents, carers and families promote positive behaviour 

 
OUTCOMES ACHIEVE ECONOMIC WELL-BEING 
AIMS Engage to 

further 
education, 
employment 
or training on 
leaving school 

Ready for 
employment 

Live in decent 
homes and 
suitable 
communities 

Access to 
transport and 
material 
goods 

Live in 
households 
free from low 
income 

SUPPORT Parents, carers and families are supported to be economically active 

 
 
 



 
ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 
 
The school's catchment area includes the villages of Great Gidding, Little Gidding, 
Steeple Gidding, Winwick and Hamerton but we welcome children from other 
locations too. Transport is provided by the LA for children from outlying villages in 
the catchment area. 
Children are admitted to school in the September of the school year in which they 
are five years old.  The school year runs from September 1st to August 31st the 
following year. 
 
Children about to enter school are given the opportunity to spend time in school 
during the summer term.  The parents are also invited to a 'preparation for school' 
meeting - an opportunity to meet staff and talk through procedures and what to 
expect. Home visits are also offered to discuss each child in more detail. In 
September the children attend for mornings only for the first 3 or 4 weeks to help 
their transition. 
 
Cambridgeshire’s admission policy requires you to register your child by the 
beginning of December prior to their year of admission. We welcome and 
encourage visits by prospective parents. 
 
The maximum number for any age group is 14. Following the closing date for 
applications, should there be any over-subscription, Cambridgeshire’s admission 
policy sets criteria for selection and follows the sequence below: 
 

 Children in Care 
 Children living in the catchment area with a sibling at the school at the time 

of admission 
 Children living in the catchment area  
 Children living outside the catchment area who have a sibling at the school 

at the time of admission 
 Children living outside the catchment area who have been unable to gain a 

place at their catchment area school  because of over-subscription 
 Children living outside the catchment area, but nearest the school as 

measured by a straight line 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
 
Children from aged 4 to 11 years old are organised into three mixed aged classes. 
Class sizes fluctuate due to year group numbers but the average class size is 
usually 20. 
 
The needs of each child are carefully considered in order that appropriate 
placements are made; sometimes children move between classes for a particular 
subject area i.e. Maths when it is considered beneficial. 
 
CLASS YEAR GROUP STAGE 

Reception 
 

Foundation  
 
1 Year 1 

Year 2 
Key Stage 1 

 
2 

Year 3 
Year 4 

 
3 

Year 5 
Year 6 

 
Key Stage 2 

 
At the end of Key Stage 2 children transfer to a secondary school. Great Gidding is in the 
catchment for Sawtry Community College.  Close liaison throughout the preceding year 
enables a smooth transition into Key Stage 3. 
 
 
SCHOOL HOURS 
 
Session Foundation & Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 
Morning 8.45 – 11.45 8.45 - 12.00 
Afternoon 12.45 - 3.00 12.45 - 3.00 
 
The school gate is open from  8.35am and parents of Reception and Year 1 children are 
welcome to accompany their children into the classroom and help them to settle at a 
given activity. 
 
THE OFFICIAL START OF THE MORNING SESSION IS 8.45 A M 
 
Reception and Key Stage One children receive about 23 hours 15 minutes of teaching 
each week and Key Stage Two children about 24 hours 30 minutes, excluding the time for 
Collective Worship.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LUNCHTIME AND MORNING BREAK ARRANGEMENTS 
 
High quality, nutritious cooked lunches, provided by Cambridgeshire Catering 
Services, are served daily. There are plenty of healthy choices based on a rolling 
three week menu. The menu is displayed on the notice-board at the front of the 
school. 
 
We need to know (2 weeks in advance) if children intend to change their lunch 
provision.  Dinner money is payable weekly (or you may prefer to pay monthly/half-
termly) in advance. Currently the daily cost of a meal is £2. Cheques should be 
made payable to Great Gidding C.E. Primary School . 
 
Children preferring to bring a packed lunch should place their lunchbox on the 
trolley in the hall at the beginning of the day.  All children eat together at lunchtime 
in the care of our lunchtime supervisors. 
During summer weeks the dining tables are taken outside and used alongside the 
picnic tables. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are designated as a Health Promoting School and continue to develop 
children’s awareness of the need to lead a healthy lifestyle. Children in Foundation 
and Key Stage 1 are provided with a piece of fruit daily through the Government’s 
Fresh Fruit Vegetable scheme. Key Stage 2 pupils may bring a healthy snack (i.e. 
piece of fruit, breadsticks etc.)  
 
Please note: NO NUT BASED FOOD PRODUCTS MAY BE CONS UMED IN 
SCHOOL DUE TO KNOWN ALLERGY SUFFERERS 
 
   

                                  
 
 
 
 

  



ATTENDANCE 
 
By law, it is the responsibility of parents to ensure that children between 5 & 16 
receive a full time education.  Our Education Welfare Officer (EWO) regularly 
monitors school registers to check on attendance and schools are required to alert 
him/her to any attendance that falls below 85%. The EWO will contact parents of 
children whose attendance is poor or cause for concern.  It is essential for us to 
know why your child is absent from school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For safeguarding  reasons, if we receive no message giving reasons for a child’s 
absence on a particular morning, the school administrator or headteacher will 
telephone to ensure that the child is safe. 
 
 
ARRIVING LATE OR LEAVING EARLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Punctuality is very important .   
ALL children should be in their classrooms by 8.45 am. 
Arriving in good time and prepared for the start of the day puts your child in the 
best frame of mind for learning. 
 
Parents of Years Reception and Year 1 children are welcome to join their children 
in the classroom and help them settle to an activity. 
 
Lateness can qualify as an unauthorised absence and we need to know why a 
child is late in arriving. 
 
If your child is likely to be late arriving, we should be informed as soon as possible.  
A note a few days before a medical appointment should be sent into school.  If 
there is an emergency on a particular morning, you need to let us know.  
Parents of children arriving after 8:50 am will need to accompany them by ringing 
the school bell. Arrival after 8.55 am results in an unauthorised absence. 
 
 
 
                          
  

If your child is ill, please contact us at the beginning of the FIRST DAY of absence. 
Tel: 01832 293466 
Fax: 01832 293521 
Email: office@greatgidding.cambs.sch.uk 

 



SECURITY GATES 
 
The gate is released at 8.35 am and 2.50 pm to enable easy access at the beginning and 
end of the school day.  Between these times it is necessary to report to the school office. 
Children arriving late (after 8:55 am) will therefore need to speak with the administrator 
before going into class. Please note arrival after 8.55 am is classed as an unauthorised 
absence.  
 
VISITORS 
 
All visitors to school need to report to Reception and sign in and out if staying for a period 
of time.  

ILLNESS 
If your child is taken poorly during school hours and we feel that it is best for them to be at 
home we will contact you.   
 
For this reason it is vital that you keep us up to date about emergency contact 
numbers.  
 
It is sometimes difficult to ascertain when a child is fit to return to school and we rely on 
you to exercise your parental judgement. 
 
TERM TIME HOLIDAYS 
 
Absence during term-time as a result of family holidays interrupts continuity of teaching 
and learning, disrupts the educational progress of individual children and class planning 
and teaching. Great Gidding School aims to minimise the amount of time lost to term-time 
holidays through a policy which actively discourages parents from arranging family 
holidays and authorises absence for such holidays only in exceptional circumstances. 
 
Whilst the headteacher will be required to make individual judgements as to what 
constitutes “exceptional circumstances”, such circumstances might include the following: 
 
- a parent, grandparent or other close relative is seriously/terminally ill and the holiday 

proposed is likely to be the last such holiday; 
 

- there has recently been a death or significant other trauma in the family and it is felt 
that an immediate holiday might help the child concerned better deal with the situation; 

 
- the holiday is a unique, one-off, never-to-be-repeated occasion which can only take 

place at the time requested. 
 
As a rule, the financial factor – when a parent claims that he/she is unable to afford to 
book a holiday during the school holidays when prices may be significantly higher than in 
term-time –will not be taken as constituting an “exceptional circumstance”. 
Similarly, the nature of the proposed holiday – whether, for example, it is a fortnight 
visiting Rome or a fortnight in a caravan at the seaside –will not be taken as constituting 
an “exceptional circumstance”. 
 



Under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996 parents of a child of compulsory school age 
are under a legal duty to ensure the regular attendance of that child at the school where 
he/she is a registered pupil.  Failure to fulfil this duty may result in the Local Authority 
prosecuting parents.   If found guilty of the offence, each parent could be fined up to 
£2,500 and/or sentenced to 3 months imprisonment.  The parent may alternatively be 
subject to a fixed-penalty fine of £50 per child per week.  

 
Regulation 8 of the Education (Pupil Registration) Regulations 1995 gives schools 
discretionary power to grant leave – up to 10 days - for the purpose of an annual 
holiday during term time.  But this is not an entitlement and parents cannot expect 
leave of absence for the purpose of a holiday to be granted as of right. 

 
Schools are also legally required to set targets to reduce overall absence – term-time 
holiday absence is a particular category of absence  which schools have to focus upon. 

 
Holiday leave at Great Gidding (C.E.) School.  
 
Parents/carers are:- 
- reminded of the importance of ensuring their children’s regular, uninterrupted school 

attendance. 
 
- actively discouraged from arranging holidays during term-time. 
 
- reminded that they do not have any right or entitlement to expect term-time leave to be 

granted and that all leave is granted at the discretion of the Headteacher. 
 
- Leave for the purpose of a family holiday will only be granted in exceptional 

circumstances. 
 
- If leave is taken without authorisation it will be recorded in the school attendance 

register as unauthorised absence, that is, as truancy, and that the matter may be 
referred to the school’s Education Welfare Officer. 

 
NOTE 

The school, in any case, will not, as a rule, grant leave:      
- if a child’s attendance record over the previous 20 week period is less than 95% - 

even if any previous absence was due to unavoidable causes such as illness; or 
 
- if the period of leave coincides with the start of term, or is near to, or coincides with, 

tests, SATs, exams or other significant events in the school calendar. 
 
If leave is granted it will be for only one holiday in any one school year.   
 
Parents/carers wishing to request leave because of an exceptional circumstance should 
discuss the situation with the headteacher and put the request in writing. 
 
 
 
 



OUR CURRICULUM 
 
EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE (EYFS) 
 
The EYFS is for children from birth to 5 years of age. The final year of the EYFS is 
referred to as the Reception Year. By the end of their reception year, through the early 
learning goals, children should have developed their knowledge, skills and understanding 
of the world around them. The 6 areas of learning and development for the EYFS are:  
 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 Communication, Language and Literacy 
 Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy 
 Knowledge and Understanding of the World 
 Physical Development 
 Creative Development 

 
 
KEY STAGE 1 & KEY STAGE 2 
 
From Year 1 to Year 6 the children are taught through contextually based learning 
journeys that follow the National Curriculum. The four core subjects are English, 
Mathematics, Science and Information & Communication Technology. The following 
subjects, classified as foundation subjects, include Geography, History, Art & Design, 
Design & Technology, Music, Physical Education and Modern Foreign Languages.  
Religious Education is included by statute.  
 
At Great Gidding School, we also regard Personal, Social & Health Education (PSHE) as 
extremely important.  A scheme of work encompassing the variety of skills, knowledge 
and understanding in dealing with life issues includes Citizenship and Sex Education. 
 
 
TARGET SETTING AND ASSESSMENT 
 
In conjunction with our school inspector, we set numerical targets for the end of each Key 
Stage in areas of English and Mathematics for each child in a given cohort. We also set 
targets for each year group within the school and closely monitor children’s progress. 
Assessment is a continuous and ongoing process. At the end of years 2 and 6 children 
participate in the Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 National Tests. At the end of years 3, 4 
and 5 we administer school optional SATs. Throughout their Reception year, children’s 
progress and achievements are recorded through the EYFS Eyeprofile. 
 

 



 
 
CORE SUBJECTS 
 
ENGLISH 
 
We follow the National Literacy Strategy in aspects of verbal communication skills, 
reading and writing and record the progress of children as they go through school.   
All literacy skills are practised throughout the whole curriculum and not just in 
English lessons. 

                                                                     
MATHEMATICS 
 
Our teaching of mathematics follows the objectives in the National Numeracy 
Strategy, building on practical work and mental strategies and working towards 
informal and formal methods of presentation in problem solving situations. 
 
The elements in Maths are: 
·  Using and Applying Mathematics 
·  Number and Algebra                                               
·  Shapes, Space and Measures 
·  Handling Data (Key Stage 2 only) 

                                                                                       
SCIENCE 
 
Children develop knowledge and skills at the appropriate level of understanding, 
each context developing skills further and building on previous learning. 
 
The attainment targets are:  
·  Scientific Enquiry                                                                           
·  Life Processes & Living Things                
·  Materials and their Properties                                                                    
·  Physical Processes 
 
Practical and investigative work is an integral part of science.  
 
 

                                           



 
 
INFORMATION & COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY 
                                            
ICT is an integral part of the curriculum. 
We use IT to explore and solve problems in the context of work across a variety of 
subjects.   
 
Areas of work focus on:  
·  Finding things out 
·  Developing ideas and making things happen       
·  Exchanging and sharing information. 
 
 
Further information can be gained from our E-Safety Policy. 

                                                                
FOUNDATION SUBJECTS 
 
Art, Design and Technology, Geography and History are taught through our contextually 
based learning journeys. Contexts such as Victorian Gidding, Space, Fairy Tales, Pirates 
and Environmental change enable children to develop and apply subject specific skills in 
a purposeful and varied way. 
 
MUSIC 
 
Children enjoy creativity and expression through a variety of musical activities - 
singing, group music making and appreciation.  Children in Year 2 have the 
opportunity to learn the recorder and children in KS2 have the opportunity to learn 
flute and guitar as well as the recorder. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
We believe in the importance of physical activity to maintain a healthy lifestyle. The 
range of activities include dance, games, gymnastics, swimming and water safety, 
athletics and outdoor adventure activities. All children swim once a week for one 
term in the year at Sawtry Community College. We are currently involved in the 
nationally instigated Huntingdonshire Sports Partnership scheme. All children 
receive 2 hours of physical activity per week. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
Our aims are to help children understand the nature of religion, different beliefs and 
practices and to help them understand that individuals have spiritual needs.  In respecting 
different points of view we want them to become informed, thinking people with opinions 
of their own.  Parents have the right to withdraw their children from specific religious 
teaching and arrangements would need to be discussed to facilitate this 



 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

 

Currently all children in KS2 have the opportunity to learn conversational Italian. They 
also learn about the culture and history of Italy through a wide variety of experiences. 

 
PERSONAL, SOCIAL & HEALTH EDUCATION INCLUDING CITIZENSHIP & SEX 
EDUCATION 
 
Great Gidding believes that children who have the skills, knowledge and understanding to 
cope with personal and social issues in life are well prepared to cope with life generally 
and to be positive citizens.  Within our PSHE curriculum we look at life issues to do with 
feelings, relationships, keeping safe and including themes of diet, hygiene, growth and 
substance misuse.  
 
We believe that sex education should form part of the PSHE Curriculum and should be 
taught in a way that encourages children to consider responsible behaviour and the 
values of family life.  The National Curriculum document for Science includes a small 
element on sex education.  This is in essence "knowing the basic life processes common 
to humans and other animals" and is a compulsory part of the curriculum.  The school will 
inform parents when sex education beyond the scope of the National Curriculum is to 
take place.  A copy of the DVD used is available on request. 
 
Parents may wish to withdraw their child from any part of sex education which falls 
outside the stipulations of the National Curriculum; a child's incidental questions will be 
dealt with sensitively and honestly by teachers. 
 
This area of the curriculum is linked to our behaviour, anti-bullying, drugs and PSHE 
Policies. 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 
 
By following the stages of the national Code of Practice, children's needs are identified 
and planned for carefully. Teaching Assistants support special programmes and advice 
and support is sought from a visiting teacher from the local specialist teaching team. 
Other specialists such as speech and language specialists, physiotherapists and the 
educational psychologist work with individuals as needed. 
 
Individual Education Plans are drawn up for children requiring them and these are shared 
termly with children and parents alike. Children with a specific plan are described as 
being at the stage ACTION if help is managed from within the school. A child whose 
needs involves outside agencies is deemed to be at the stage ACTION PLUS. For 
children whose needs require a STATEMENT OF EDUCATIONAL NEEDS, the 
appropriate liaison with external agencies is managed by the Special Educational Needs 
Co-ordinator (SENCO).  

 

 



 

INCLUSION, EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY AND ACCESSIBILITY 
 
Great Gidding’s philosophy of acceptance of all, inclusion for all, and ensuring equality of 
opportunity is very important to us. We do all we can to manage opportunities for 
maximum inclusion.  
 
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 
 
Our daily act of collective worship forms part of School Assembly, which is normally held 
first thing in the afternoon.  This is based on our Christian foundation.  We encourage 
everyone to share together, but parents wishing to withdraw their children should speak 
with the Headteacher to arrange this. On Fridays, parents are invited to a “Sharing 
Assembly”, where children’s achievements are celebrated. 

 
CLUBS 
 
We are fortunate to have the goodwill and expertise of many staff, parents and friends to 
offer a whole range of clubs run at different times during  the year.  Chess, Art, Choir. 
Athletics, Gardening, Netball and Football Clubs and are popular with the children.  
 
EDUCATIONAL VISITS 
 
As well as the occasional day trips, which are planned in conjunction with curricular 
topics, we consider that residential visits offer a really valuable opportunity to develop 
those personal and social skills of giving and taking, taking responsibility and self-
organisation. 
 
We endeavour to plan for a residential visit each year for children from Year 2 upwards. 
This year, children in Years 3 & 4 have visited Burwell House for a 3 day residential stay. 
Children in Years 5 & 6 experienced a 3 day residential visit at Wells-next-to-the-Sea 
Field Study Centre. Naturally, for all trips away from the school's locality we always write 
to seek your permission.  (Please note that children may make local walks out of school 
as part of their everyday schooling.  These excursions, around the village for example, 
are properly supervised and we are not required to seek written permission.) 
 
 
School buses/coaches are fitted with regulation seat belts. An adult checks they are being 
used prior to the journey starting and on school trips during the journey as well. 



 
If parents/carers are using their own cars to transport children to an event, you are 
reminded to provide a car seat if your child is 135cm or below in height in line with new 
government legislation. 
 
If school is arranging to transport children to an event, we will ensure that safety 
considerations linked to insurance and use of a car seat are in place. 
 
 

 
 
 
HOME AND SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP 
 
VOLUNTEERS IN SCHOOL 
 
We welcome parents and friends to come into school to assist in the classroom in a 
variety of ways.  It makes a difference and we are pleased to hear from anyone interested 
in sharing expertise or willing to help.  Conforming with the Child Protection Act and in the 
interests of child safety, we have a policy of following a Criminal Records Bureau check 
for all who regularly help in school and on school visits.  Naturally, parents are expected 
to treat with confidentiality and respect any privileged information which they obtain as a 
school helper. 
 
UNIFORM 
 
Our royal blue school sweatshirt is the key element to the school uniform and is worn by 
all children.  We sell very attractive and keenly priced items of clothing, e.g.: 
 Sweatshirt   £8.50 
 Cardigan   £9.50 
 Polo shirt (white)  £8.50 
 Jog pants   £7.00 
 Fleece           £11.50 
Alternative royal blue tops (without the school logo) can of course be purchased from 
other stores. 
White shirts/polo shirts should be worn with grey/black shorts, trousers. In summer girls 
may wear blue and white dresses or appropriate length black/grey shorts may be worn. 
Appropriate black school shoes should be worn. Please note that trainers should only be 
worn for P.E. activities and not daily school wear. 
 
 
 



CLOTHING FOR PE OR DANCE 
 
Indoors - Children wear shorts and a plain white T-shirt 
Outdoors - Plimsolls or trainers are necessary.  Tracksuits can be worn over shorts and 
t-shirts for warmth.   
Long hair must be tied back at all times. 
 
 
JEWELLERY/HAIR 
 
In the interests of safety and in light of the anxiety which can occur if articles are lost, 
children should not wear jewellery to school.  Exceptions to this may be the wearing of a 
wrist watch and earring studs.  Studs should not be worn on days of P.E. or in any case 
need to be removed before P.E. by the child.  As it is advisable to keep studs in for six 
weeks following ear piercing, it is not possible to do P.E. during this time. We strongly 
recommend that any ear piercing should take place at the beginning of the summer 
break. 
 
LOST PROPERTY 
 
All clothing should be clearly labelled with your child's name so that it can be easily 
identified.   
 
HOMEWORK 
 
We believe that the support of parents and carers by sharing homework is a vital 
part of a child's progress.  From the earliest stages, children are expected to share 
books, to learn new words and read appropriate stories at home.  Parents keep a 
record of this in the Home Reading Record and this is monitored at school, too.  A 
maths task, linked to a current numeracy focus, will be set as appropriate. 
Children have personal targets in reading, writing, and ‘mental maths’ e.g. learning 
multiplication tables.  
Sometimes homework may include a topical issue related to part of the wider 
curriculum. Staff will set homework appropriate to the children’s age and stage of 
learning and include guidance/instructions for parents so that they may be able to 
support children at home. 
Blue, material book bags, with logos, are on sale for £3.50. 
 
CONSULTATION AND REPORTS 
 
We hold parental consultations in the Autumn and Spring Terms when we share 
targets and progress.  There is also an opportunity to share the end of year written 
report in the Summer Term.  These are kept in the child's Record of Achievement, 
which forms the ongoing story of a child's progress, personally, socially and 
academically.  We rate the three-way dialogue between child, school and home as 
very important.  We encourage discussion of any concerns as they arise.  Always 
approach the Class Teacher or Headteacher so that we can find a mutually 
convenient time to meet. 
 
 



BEHAVIOUR 
 
In line with our positive Behaviour Policy, we expect our children to adopt polite 
and caring behaviour from the earliest stages, and generally at Great Gidding 
children are very well mannered, considerate and fair.  They enjoy the weekly 
celebration of positive achievements at our Sharing Assembly on Friday 
afternoons, at which parents are welcomed. 
 
Children whose behaviour becomes unacceptable are dealt with in accordance 
with our behaviour policy which is applied consistently by all staff. 
Parents will always be consulted if a problem continues.  In extreme cases the 
Headteacher has the right to exclude a pupil.  Parents must be informed 
immediately of the period of exclusion and the reasons for it.  Parents then have 
the right to make representations to the Governing Body and Local Education 
Authority. 
Our School Council meet regularly to discuss school matters and questions or 
requests from all pupils throughout the school. They share their concerns or 
questions with the Headteacher and members of staff 
 
PHYSICAL RESTRAINT  
 
We have clear guidelines to follow on any kind of physical restraint and we will inform 
parents if a child is involved in any such incident.  Physical intervention would only ever 
take place as a last resort and in situations where safety both personal and of others is 
jeopardised. 
 
GOVERNORS' POLICY ON CHARGING 
 
In order to make valuable educational visits viable it is necessary to seek voluntary 
contributions from parents to cover expenses such as transport, admission and 
insurance.  In the event that there is insufficient support for an activity it may not be able 
to take place.  We aim to financially support low-income families as appropriate. 

FUNDRAISING AT GREAT GIDDING SCHOOL 
 
In order to provide financial support for the many trips and visits from others in the 
community, friends organise fundraising activities throughout the year in order that wealth 
and breadth of extra – curricular experiences may be on offer. 
 
COMPLAINTS 
 
If parents have a complaint, they should initially discuss it with the Class Teacher or 
Headteacher.  If the matter is unresolved, parents may write to the Chair of Governors, 
detailing their concerns.  If still unresolved, parents can then refer to the LA, by phoning 
01223 717783 or 01223 717383.  When you phone you will be told the name of the 
relevant Education Officer. 
 
POLICIES 
 
If you wish to view any of our policies,  please contact the Headteacher or Administrator. 



 
 
 

SCHOOL CLOSURE         
 
In the event of severe wintry weather and the need to close the school, you should tune in 
to Radio Cambridgeshire (FM 96.0) OR Heart Radio (FM 102.7) where updated 
information is provided. 
 
AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
 
Great Gidding After School Club is open Monday – Friday from 3:00pm until 
6:00pm (term time only). The club aims to provide extended care for children at the 
end of the school day, so that parents or carers can leave their children in the 
knowledge that they are being well looked after in a fun, stimulating, safe 
environment. 

 
Children are able to choose from varied activities- indoors and outdoors -  as well 
as having planned activities for the session. Drinks and snacks are provided. 

 
The club operates a flexible system whereby children may be booked in to attend 
sessions on a regular basis, or they may attend on an ad-hoc basis. 

 
Bookings can be made through the school office. 

 
BREAKFAST CLUB 

 
This is open from 8.00am until 8.35am. A selection of breakfast cereals, toast, 
croissants, milk and hot drinks are available daily. 

 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 
HEALTH & SAFETY POLICY 
 
The Governing Body has a Health & Safety Committee, which monitors these 
issues.  We aim to provide a safe, healthy environment for the children, staff and 
visitors at the school.  We expect everyone at school to act in ways which are safe 
and without risk to health, both to themselves and others.  Fire evacuation 
procedures are revised annually and a practice carried out termly. 
 
SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICE 
 
We have a school nurse who keeps in touch regarding health issues and who 
helps us with education programmes linked to aspects of health, hygiene and 
growing up. 
 



During their first year at school children usually have a hearing test as well as a 
check on height and weight.  A medical check and a vision test are offered if the 
child has particular needs.  You are invited to attend any medical. 
 
The school dental service visits occasionally to identify children who need 
treatment.  You will be notified of this.   
 

 
ACCIDENTS DURING SCHOOL HOURS 
 
In the event of an accident occurring during the school day we will contact you if 
we feel your child needs further treatment or care. We cannot emphasise enough 
the need to keep us up to date with emergency conta ct numbers .  In the 
unusual situation of being unable to contact you in an emergency we will act in 
loco parentis  and ensure that the best possible action is taken. 
 
MEDICINES 
 
County guidelines for keeping and administering medicines in school are strict.  All 
medicines must be in the original pharmacy container.  If your child requires a 
prescribed medicine at school you need to see the Headteacher, sign a permission 
slip and remember to collect it at the end of the day.  We do not give un-prescribed 
medication e.g. cough syrup, etc.  Children who are asthmatic are to bring to 
school a named inhaler.  Younger children may give it to the teacher who will place 
it in an accessible place.  Older children are expected to take care of their own 
inhaler. 
 
Poorly children should stay at home; they are just as miserable if sent to school.  
Information about incubation times for communicable diseases is posted on the 
notice board inside the classroom block. 
 
CHILD PROTECTION 
 
The School’s child protection policy is in place and regular staff training takes place. The 
child protection co-ordinator is Mrs. A. Chambers and Mrs. Cathy Smith and the Governor 
with responsibility is Reverend Jackie Duck. 
 
Procedures are rigorously adhered to in terms of staff appointments and safer recruitment 
issues we work sensitively with parents and relevant agencies in dealing with any 
children’s issues. 
 
PARKING 
 
Parking is difficult in Main Street and we suggest that local families avoid using a car if at 
all possible. 
 
When parking we need to respect the rights of local residents in terms of access to their 
properties and take great care when delivering and collecting safely. 
The bus bay is used for dropping off children from Hamerton, Winwick and Little Gidding. 
Once it is vacated, it should be left specifically for disabled access only. 



 
SCHOOL STAFF 
  
Headteacher  
 
Senior Teacher 
 

Mrs. A. Chambers 
 
Mrs. T. Reid 

Class Teachers  
 

Mrs. D. Davis 
Miss. A. Reeder  
Mrs. A. Turvey 

Administrator  
 

Mrs. C. Smith 

Teaching Assistants 
 
 
 

Mrs. S. Blundell  
Mrs. B. Conneely 
Mrs. E. Penniall 
Mrs. T. Usher 

Caretaker/Cleaner  
 

Vacancy 

Lunchtime Supervisors  
 
 
 

Mrs. S. Blundell 
Mrs. B. Conneely 
Mrs. T. Usher 

School Caterer  Mrs. C. Morrans  
 
 

GOVERNING BODY 
  
Foundation Governors   (Appointed by the Church) 
 Mr. P. Blundell   (Chair of Governors) 
             Mr. J. Grinnell 
 

 

Parent Governors   (Elected by parents) 
 Mr. G. Barker 
             Dr. K. Duncan 
             Mr. P. Mitchell 
             Vacancy 

 

Teacher Governor   ( Elected by teaching staff) 
 Mrs. T. Reid  
 

 

Staff Governor     
 Vacancy 
 

 

Community Governor 
            Mr. A. Moody 
 

 

Authority Governor           (Appointed by Local Authority) 
 Mr. R. Allport 
 

 

Headteacher 
 Mrs. A. Chambers 
 

 

Clerk to the Governors 
 Mrs. C. Smith 

 

 
 
 
 



SAT ACHIEVEMENTS – 2009 
 
 
Key Stage 1 Outcomes in 2009 
 
Cohort size: 7 
 

% Level 2+ % Level 2B+ % Level3+ Reading 
All Girls Boys All Girls Boys All Girls Boys 

School 85.7% 100% 83.3% 85.7% 100% 83.3% 42.9% 100% 33.3% 
Cambridgeshire 86.2 89.9 82.7 74.8 79.8 70.2 30.2 35.3 25.5 
National 2009 84 89 81 72 77 67 26 30 22 

 
% Level 2+ % Level 2B+ % Level3+ Writing 

All Girls Boys All Girls Boys All Girls Boys 
School 85.7% 100% 83.3% 57.1% 100% 50% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Cambridgeshire 82.3 88.0 77.0 61.5 70.9 53.0 14.8 19.8 10.2 
National 2009 81 87 75 60 68 52 12 16 9 

 
% Level 2+ % Level 2B+ % Level3+ Maths 

All Girls Boys All Girls Boys All Girls Boys 
School 85.7% 100% 83.3% 71.4% 100% 66.7% 28.6% 0.0% 33.3% 

Cambridgeshire 90.9 92.3 89.6 75.8 76.9 74.8 25.0 21.7 28.1 
National 2009 89 91 88 74 75 72 21 198 23 

 
 

% Level 2+ % Level 3+ Science 
All Girls Boys All Girls Boys 

School 85.7 100 83.3 42.9 0.0 50.0 
Cambridgeshire 91.4 92.7 90.2 23.2 22.0 24.3 
National 2009 89 91 87 22 21 23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Key Stage 2 Outcomes in 2009 
 
Cohort size: 9 
 

School Outcome Cambridgeshire National L4+% 
Outcomes %All %Girls %Boys All %Girls %Boys All %Girls %Boys 
English 100 100 100 80.3 85.1 75.8 80.0 85.0 75.0 
Reading 100 100 100 86.4 89.9 83.1 86.0 89.0 82.0 
Writing 77.8 100 66.7 66.9 73.8 60.3 67.0 75.0 60.0 
Maths 100 100 100 78.6 78.1 79.1 79.0 78.0 79.0 
Science 100 100 100 88.0 88.6 87.4 88.0 89.0 88.0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Outcome Cambridgeshire National L5% 
Outcomes %All %Girls %Boys All %Girls %Boys All %Girls %Boys 
English 33.3 33.3 33.3 30.3 37.1 23.9 29.0 35 23.0 
Reading 88.9 66.7 100 49.9 56.6 43.6 47.0 54.0 41.0 
Writing 33.3 33.3 33.3 20.7 26.1 15.5 19.0 24.0 15.0 
Maths 66.7 66.7 66.7 35.2 32.3 37.9 35.0 32.0 37.0 
Science 88.9 100 83.3 42.3 42.4 42.3 43.0 43.0 43.0 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


